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This list of individuals who are willing to give programs on birds and bird-related topics has been 
compiled for the use of bird clubs, Audubon Societies, nature centers, classes, and other groups 
interested in birds. We hope that you find it helpful as you plan programs for your group. 
 
This is our fourth edition of the list. Please let us know if you have any suggestions for 
improvement. This list will be updated frequently, so please encourage additional speakers who 
would like to be included to send us their information. A form for this purpose is available on the 
WSO website: www.uwgb.edu/birds/wso. 
 
This list is available on the WSO website, and a limited number of printed copies are available by 
special request; please contact Christine Reel, 262-547-6128, christinereel2@gmail.com. 
 
WSO is most grateful to all the people listed for their willingness to participate in this effort. 
Without them there could be no WSO Speakers Bureau. We thank them all. 
 
 
George Archibald 
International Crane Foundation 
E11376 Shady Lane Road, Baraboo, WI 53913 
Phone: 608-356-3454 (day) 
Email: george@savingcranes.org 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Reintroduction of Whooping Cranes to Wisconsin; Helping Endangered Cranes in Cuba, 
Asia and Africa; 
Twelve Nations Join Forces to Help the Rare Siberian Cranes; Cranes from the Top of the World 
- Adventures with 
the Black-necked Cranes in Tibet and Bhutan 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: $1000 to ICF (negotiable), plus travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Co-founder and senior conservationist, International Crane Foundation 

 
Steve Betchkal 
1325 S Farwell, Eau Claire, WI 54701 
Phone: 715-832-7359/715-456-4396 
Email: gonebirding88@hotmail.com 
Programs for all ages 
Topics: Birding by ear; beginning birding; birding the U.S.; Wisconsin’s best birding spots; other 
topics adapted to 
specific group needs 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: Negotiable 
About the Speaker: Wisconsin birder for 37 years; video and slide show resources 

 
Gwyn Calvetti 
702 E. Garland Street, West Salem, WI 54669 
Phone: 608-786-2526 
 

Speakers Bureau - The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc.  Page 1 of 13 



Email: rcalvettijr@centurytel.net 
Programs for all ages 
Topics: Growing young birders; birds in lore and legend (uses stories drawn from her own 
experiences and world 
folklore) 
Travel Restrictions: During the school year, within 1½ to 2 hours’ drive of La Crosse area; during 
the summer, 
throughout Wisconsin 
Honorarium: Negotiable 
About the Speaker: A life-long birder, special education teacher and professional storyteller; 
member of the 
Wisconsin Humanities Council Speakers Bureau, the Wisconsin Arts Board Touring Artists’ 
Roster and the Coulee 
Region Audubon Club 

 
Daryl Christensen 
P. O. Box 182, Montello, WI 53949 
Phone: 608-296-3068 (day or evening) 
Email: gr8fish@palacenet.net 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Winter birds; Forster’s Tern Recovery Program; seeing more birds; cavity nesters 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: $250 for trade show; travel expenses for nonprofit groups 
About the Speaker: Breeding Bird Atlas worker; coordinator and consultant for Forster’s Tern 
Recovery Program; 
national speaker 

 
Christian W. Cold 
WDNR Bureau of Wildlife Management 
N4103 WSH 27, Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Phone: 715-532-4373 (day); 715-532-2983 (evening) 
Email: christian.cold@wisconsin.gov 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Wildlife and plant ecology in Wisconsin; raptors of the Great Lakes region; Wisconsin 
owls; birds and 
birding; the whitetail in Wisconsin; a natural history of bears (emphasis black bear); discovering 
nature with your 
family; reptiles and amphibians of Wisconsin; wildlife management for landowners; extinction: 
endangered and 
threatened species 
Travel Restrictions: Focus on northern region, occasionally statewide 
Honorarium: Contribution to WDNR Wildlife Education Program 
About the Speaker: 1991 graduate of UWSP, BS Natural Resource Management (environmental 
education emphasis) 
with minor in Wildlife; Mobile WDNR Wildlife Technician and Educator, based at Ladysmith 
Service Center; bander, falconer, and primitive outdoor skills enthusiast 

 
Bill Cowart 
346 E. Wilson Street, Milwaukee, WI 53207 
Phone: 414-489-9137 (day or evening) 
Email: hornbill@milwpc.com 
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Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Identify Hawks in Flight; Fall Hawk Migration in Wisconsin (slide presentation) 
Travel Restrictions: None, within reasonable distance 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Has monitored hawk migration along southeast Wisconsin lakeshore for 22 
years 
 
Noel J. Cutright 
3352 Knollwood, West Bend, WI 53095 
Phone: 262-268-3617 (day); 262-675-2443 (evening, 6 to 9 p.m.) 
Email: noel.cutright@we-energies.com 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Exciting Discoveries from the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas; Quad 30 Campaign: A 
Bird Conservation 
Odyssey; Birds of Wisconsin; Where Have All the Birds Gone?; Threatened and Endangered 
Birds of Wisconsin; 
Feeding and Attracting Birds; Bluebirds; Sparrow Identification; Christmas Bird Counts – What 
Good are They?; 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative; Important Bird Areas in Wisconsin; Bird Migration 
Travel Restrictions: Approximately 3 hours from West Bend (negotiable) 
Honorarium: None - donation to WSO appreciated 
About the Speaker: Historian and past President of WSO; member of Coordinating Council of 
WBCI; Chair of 
Important Bird Areas Committee; Emeritus Scientist of We Energies 

 
Ronald G. Eckstein 
WDNR 
107 Sutliff Avenue, Rhinelander, WI 54501 
Phone: 715-365-8999 (day) 
Email: ronald.eckstein@wisconsin.gov 
Programs for adults 
Topics: Forest Management for Birds; Bald Eagle; Osprey; Common Loons; Birds of Northern 
Wetlands and 
Peatlands; Ruffed Grouse Ecology and Management; Spruce Grouse Ecology and Management; 
Birds of Thunder 
Marsh Wildlife Area 
Travel Restrictions: Within Vilas, Oneida and Forest Counties 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Wildlife Biologist 

 
Laura Erickson 
Binoculars.com 
4831 Peabody Street, Duluth, MN 55804 
Phone: 218-525-6171 
Email: bluejay@lauraerickson.com 
Website: binoculars.com; http://lauraerickson.com 
Programs for adults, children and mixed groups 
Topics: 101 Ways to Help Birds; Uncommon Facts about Common Birds; Birds of Spring (or 
Summer, or Autumn, 
or Winter); Owls of Wisconsin; hawks and hawk migration; warblers, jays, crows and ravens; 
hummingbirds; American Sparrows 
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Travel Restrictions: None within Wisconsin 
Honorarium: Usually $300, but easily talked down if travel expenses can be covered, especially 
for nonprofits; out-oftown 
presentations usually require some provisions for an overnight stay 
About the Speaker: Staff Ornithologist at Binoculars.com; author of three books: 101 Ways to 

Help Birds, Sharing 
the Wonder of Birds with Kids (winner of the National Outdoor Book Award for 1997), For the 
Birds: An 

Uncommon Guide; Producer of “For the Birds,” a radio program airing three or five days per 
week on community 
and public radio stations from Jamestown, New York, to South Dakota; contributor to Birder’s 
World, Audubon, 
and other magazines, and regular columnist in The Country Today 
 
Joan Garland 
International Crane Foundation 
P.O. Box 447, Baraboo, WI 53913 
Phone: 608-356-9462, ext 142 (day); 608-381-1262 (cell) 
Email: jgarland@savingcranes.org 
Website: www.savingcranes.org 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Crane Conservation Around the World; Whooping Crane Reintroduction; North 
American Cranes 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: For programs more than 45 miles from Baraboo, mileage and travel expenses 
About the Speaker: ICF Education Outreach Coordinator 

 
Marge Gibson 
Raptor Education Group International (REGI) 
P.O. Box 481, Antigo, WI 54409 
Phone: 715-623-4015 
Email: dgib@newnorth.net 
Website: www.raptoreducationgroup.org 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Wisconsin raptors; traveling live birds; Wildlife Rehabilitation - Exxon Valdez Oil Spill; 
West Nile Virus in 
birds; raptor rehabilitation, research and education topics 
Travel Restrictions: Few with adequate notice 
Honorarium: Travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Biologist with California Condor Recovery Team in 1980s; team leader for 
the Bald Eagle 
Capture and Health Assessment program following Exxon Valdez Oil Spill, Valdez, Alaska, 
1989; field research on 
Red-shouldered Hawks and Barn Owls in Southern California from 1976 to 1989; founder and 
Director of Orange 
County Bird of Prey Center, Orange County, California, 1976-1989; President of IWRC 
(International Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Council), 1995-2000; founder and Executive Director of Raptor Education Group 
International, 
Antigo, 1993 
 

Speakers Bureau - The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc.  Page 4 of 13 
 



Charles J. Hagner 
Birder’s World Magazine 
21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, WI 53187 
Phone: 262-798-6584 (day); 414-967-9087 (evening) 
Email: chagner@kalmbach.com 
Website: www.birdersworld.com 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Birder’s World magazine; 20 years of great photos from Birder’s World magazine; bird 
publishing; writing 
about birds; bird photography; the Kirtland’s Warbler; how to identify birds; how and where to 
watch birds 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: Contribution to WSO much appreciated 
About the Speaker: Editor of Birder’s World Magazine; author of Wings of Spring (Stackpole 
2006); author of 
Guide to Ducks and Geese (Stackpole 2006); author of “The Secret Life of the Kirtland’s 
Warbler” (Nature 
Conservancy magazine, spring 2006) and other articles 
 
Karen Etter Hale 
Madison Audubon Society 
222 S. Hamilton Street, Suite 1, Madison, WI 53703 
Phone: 608-255-BIRD (2473) (day) 
Email: masoffice@mailbag.com 
Website: http://madisonaudubon.org 
Programs for adults 
Topic: Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative (WBCI); will help identify other WBCI speakers 
Travel Restrictions: 1½ hours from Madison (or by special arrangement in conjunction with other 
events) 
Honorarium: Travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Executive Secretary of Madison Audubon; Chair of the Wisconsin Bird 
Conservation Initiative 
 
Bettie R. Harriman 
5188 Bittersweet Lane, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
Phone: 920-233-1973 (day or early evening) 
Email: bettie@new.rr.com 
Programs for adults and mixed groups of adults and children 
Topics: The Dry Tortugas, A New Understanding of Migration; Attracting Birds to Your Yard; 
Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas Results; Birds of the Prairies 
Travel Restrictions: Within 45 minutes’ drive of Oshkosh; not in January or February 
Honorarium: Donation to WSO appreciated 
About the Speaker: Editor of The Passenger Pigeon; past President and Publicity Chair of WSO; 
Director of the 
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas project and co-editor of Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin; 
Chair of the 
American Birding Association 
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Barbara Harvey 
N7599 Morris Road, Mayville, WI 53050 
Phone: 920-387-4069 (day or evening) 
Email: None 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Birds of Prey (using live non-releasable birds from her Raptor Rehabilitation Center); 
Raptor Education; 
Earth Day - Every Day - Birds of Prey 
Travel Restrictions: Usually within 50 miles of Mayville 
Honorarium: Donation 
About the Speaker: 22 years of raptor rehabilitation and education 
 
Charles A. Kemper 
727 Maple Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
Phone: 715-723-3815 (day or evening) 
Email: cak@bluebuzz.net 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Enrich your Life - Become a Birder; Banding Birds 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Small-town doctor - retired; bird bander (87,000 birds to date); past WSO 
Board member; 
founder of Chippewa Wildlife Society; former editor of The Passenger Pigeon (20 years) 
 
Mark Korducki 
16290 W. Crescent Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151 
Phone: 262-784-2712 (day or evening before 9:30 p.m.) 
Email: korducki@earthlink.net 
Programs for adults 
Topics: Birding Hotspots in Wisconsin; Birding the Rio Grande Valley of Texas; Birding Texas 
from the Hill 
Country to Big Bend 
Travel Restrictions: None with adequate notice 
Honorarium: Travel expenses if more than 60 miles from Milwaukee 
About the Speaker: Birder in Wisconsin and Texas; has lead birding tours in both states 
 
Christopher Lepczyk 
University of Wisconsin 
120 Russell Laboratories, 1630 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706 
Phone: 608-265-2228 (day); 608-334-8409 (cell) 
Email: clepczyk@wisc.edu 
Website: www.silvis.forest.wisc.edu/people/lepczyk.asp 
Programs for adults and children, together or separate 
Topics: What landowners and people do to influence birds on their property; outdoor/feral cats 
and their impact on 
birds and wildlife; urban bird ecology; general ecology; general avian ecology; landscape ecology 
of birds; 
conservation and management of birds; the human dimensions of wildlife 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: None; travel expenses outside of the Madison area 
About the Speaker: Honorary Fellow, Department of Forest Ecology and Management; ecologist  
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and conservation biologist with general interest in how people influence the natural world; 
extensive background researching a variety 
of topics; interested in bridging gap between scientific knowledge and public awareness 
 
Jim Marrari 
W324 N8285 Northcrest Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 
Phone: 262-966-2849 (day or evening) 
Email: jacamar@wi.rr.com 
Programs for adults 
Topics: Costa Rica Birding; Introduction to Birdwatching; Backyard Birding 
Travel Restrictions: Within 40 miles of Hartland 
Honorarium: About $50 - depends on group, distance, etc. 
About the Speaker: Has led birding trips since 1992; founder of Jacamar Birding Tours in 1999; 
has birded in Costa 
Rica, Mexico, Texas, Arizona, Cape May, Florida, Duluth; has taught introductory birding classes 
at Edgewood and 
Alverno Colleges 
 
Mara McDonald 
UW-Madison Laboratory of Genetics and Biocore Prairie Bird Observatory 
425-G Henry Mall, Room 1436, Genetics/Biotech Addition, Madison, WI 53706 
Phone: 608-263-8941 (day); 608-274-2534 (evening) 
Email: mamcdona@wisc.edu 
Programs for all audiences 
Topics: Bird banding; Haitian birds (research from 1983-85); evolution-evidence, research topics, 
etc.; visitors are 
welcome at banding station 
Travel Restrictions: Prefers local 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Currently Assistant Administrator in Genetics and Administrator of the  
Evolution Initiative at 
UW-Madison; also runs the bird banding station on Picnic Point; conducted graduate research on 
Haitian birds, 
specifically evolution of palm-tanagers 

 
Jon Motquin 
East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
W2254 Raspberry Lane, Appleton, WI 54913 
Phone: 920-915-4893; 920-687-1599 
Email: jmotquin@new.rr.com 
Programs for adults 
Topics: PowerPoint presentations: value of birdwatching at Horicon Marsh; environmental 
economics and non-market 
valuation methods; conservation funding programs 
Travel Restrictions: Weekdays within 2 hours of Appleton; weekends flexible 
Honorarium: Travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Land use planner specializing in environmental comprehensive planning; 
Mosquito Hill Nature 
Center volunteer 
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William P. Mueller 
1242 S. 45 Street, Milwaukee, WI 53214 
Phone: 414-643-7279 (day or evening) 
Email: iltlawas@earthlink.net 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Bird Identification; All about Red-headed Woodpeckers; Birds and Urban Areas; Road 
Mortality of Birds; 
Threats to Bird Populations; Early Winter Birds of Wisconsin 
Travel Restrictions: Needs two months’ notice; weekend days and weekend evenings only 
Honorarium: $75 
About the Speaker: Biogeography graduate research and MS degree from UW-Milwaukee; 
undergraduate degree in 
biological aspects of conservation; taught bird study at Alverno College and UW-Waukesha; 
UWM Field Station 
work; Atlas work; BBS; CBC; Conservation Chair of WSO; Issues Committee Chair of 
Wisconsin Bird 
Conservation Initiative 
 
Mariette Nowak 
N9053 Swift Lake Drive, East Troy, WI 53120 
Phone: 262-642-2352 (day or evening) 
Email: mmnowak@wi.rr.com 
Programs for adults 
Topic: Gardening with Native Plants to Attract Birds 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: Travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Master’s degree in Botany and Zoology; past Director of Wehr Nature 
Center; WSO Education Chair 
 
John O’Donnell 
2121 Lofty Lane, Saukville, WI 53080 
Phone: 262-375-8653 (day or evening) 
Email: nodjod@wi.rr.com 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Birding Alaska: The Last Frontier; Birding Peru and Bolivia: Biodiversity Unfettered; 
Birding Africa: From 
Ethiopia to South Africa and in between; The Psychology of Birding by a Psychologist-Birder; 
effects of global 
warming on wild birds 
Travel Restrictions: Needs considerable advance notice 
Honorarium: Donation to International Crane Foundation appreciated 
About the Speaker: Has birded extensively in areas listed above and led bird tours to Peru, 
Bolivia, Alaska and Africa 

 
Dan Panetti 
11004 N. Port Washington Road, Mequon, WI 53092 
Phone: 262-241-8483 (day) 
Email: dpanetti@wi.rr.com 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Birds of the backyard; creating a backyard wildlife habitat; native plantings for birds and 
butterflies; housing for birds 
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Travel Restrictions: Case-by-case basis 
Honorarium: Case-by-case basis 
About the Speaker: Owner, Wild Birds Unlimited - Mequon (16 years); Vice President, 
Milwaukee Audubon Society; 
member, Advisory Board for Pineview Wildlife Rehab Center; leader of Schlitz Audubon Nature 
Center bird club 
 
Andy Paulios 
WDNR - Citizen Monitoring Network 
101 S. Webster Street, Madison, WI 53707 
Phone: 608-267-0813 (day); 608-838-1133 (evening) 
Email: andy.paulios@wisconsin.gov 
Programs for adults and young adults 
Topics: Citizen science opportunities for birders: Wisconsin eBird, nature mapping, Western 
Great Lakes Nocturnal Owl Monitoring Program, etc. 
Travel Restrictions: None - but longer drives require more planning 
Honorarium: Donation to WBCI international projects appreciated 
About the Speaker: Citizen-based Monitoring Network Liaison for WDNR, working with groups 
statewide on citizen monitoring efforts related to birds, water, frogs, etc.; long-time WSO 
member; has birded most areas in the state 
 
Steven Petznick 
Mosquito Hill Nature Center 
N3880 Rogers Road, New London, WI 54961 
Phone: 920-779-6433 (day); 920-359-0557 (evening) 
Email: petznisj@co.outagamie.wi.us 
Programs for adults 
Topics: Sandhill Cranes; Woodies in Your Woodlot; Landscaping for Wildlife; Wisconsin Birds - 
Getting to Know 
Them; Becoming a Better Birder; Learning about Loons; Brushing up on Backyard Birds 
Travel Restrictions: Within 50 miles of New London 
Honorarium: $50, plus travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Executive Coordinator for Northeast Wisconsin Birding Club; past President 
of Fox Valley Bird Club; instructor, several multi-week birding classes; coordinator, instate 
multi-day bird watching trips; crane count coordinator (10 years); Wood Duck monitor (17 
years); Naturalist at Mosquito Hill Nature Center 

 
Vicki Piaskowski 
The Foundation for Wildlife Conservation, Inc., and the Zoological Society of Milwaukee 
1421 N. Water Street, Milwaukee, WI 53226 
Phone: 414-276-0339 (day); 414-258-9156 (evening) 
Email: vickip@zoosociety.org 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Migration; bird banding; birds of Belize, Central America; Nearctic migrants; project 
results from Birds Without Borders - Aves Sin Fronteras 
Travel Restrictions: One hour from Milwaukee 
Honorarium: Donation to Birds Without Borders - Aves Sin Fronteras project if able 
About the Speaker: MS in Biological Sciences from UW-Milwaukee; International Coordinator 
of Birds Without Borders - Aves Sin Fronter as project; has conducted migration-monitoring 
research in Wisconsin and Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula; has conducted research on life cycle of Black-capped Chickadee 
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Kate Redmond 
“The Traveling Naturalist” 
3352 Knollwood Road, West Bend, WI 53095 
Phone: 262-675-2443 
Email: noelc@milwpc.com 
Programs for adults, children and mixed groups 
Topics: What’s up in Winter; Spring Is Sprung; Pond Life (chalk talk); Hello Plants (middle 
school talk and hands-on 
about plant classification and keying); Native Americans and Plants; Wisconsin Birds; Bird 
Migration; How the 
Leopard Frog Got Its Spots (adaptations); Wisconsin Wildflowers; What’s Bugging You? 
(insects); Alien Invaders 
Travel Restrictions: About 90 minutes from West Bend area 
Honorarium: $60 plus $5 for distances farther than 35 miles; special rates for two to three school 
programs on same 
day 
About the Speaker: Childhood in southeastern Wisconsin; Master’s degree in Environmental 
Education from Cornell 
University; has been a naturalist more than half her life; has taught area scouts, school children, 
seniors, garden clubs, teachers and nature center audiences for the past 15 years 
 
Pad Ready 
1210 Oakwood Ct., Stoughton, WI 53589 
Phone: 608-873-1703 
Email: pready@tds.net or readyworks@mac.com 
Topics: Status of Eastern Bluebirds in WI also Osprey:   
Expansion into southern WI 
Travel Restrictions: Central and southern WI 
Honorarium: Gas reimbursement, some food crumbs maybe 
About the Speaker: Lifelong birder and environmentalist. I have 5 bluebird   
trails in eastern Dane Co. My photography hobby and several years of monitoring nest boxes 
have given me plenty of information and images for my presentation. I am currently the 
editor/designer of the WI Bluebird and a member of the BRAW BOD. Fledged 189 bluebirds in 
2007. Osprey have been nesting in my home town since the mid-90s. Watching them and taking 
photos and reading everything I can about them I have developed a good knowledge about these 
fantastic birds of prey. Over the years I have monitored their expansion into other areas of 
southern WI and reported my findings to the DNR. My presentations are done in PowerPoint and 
take less than 1 hr to cover. I can usually drive to most location after work for evening 
presentations. 
 
Wayne Rohde 
W6488 Beloit Road, Walworth, WI 53184 
Phone: 262-275-5548 (after 4 p.m.) 
Email: wsrohde@verizon.net 
Programs for adults and mixed ages 
Topics: How to Identify Birds (sight or sound); How to Select and Use Field Guides/tapes/CDs; 
How to Select and 
Use Binoculars and Spotting Scopes; How to Increase Your Birding Opportunities; Feeding 
Birds; plus, bird 
vocalizations, migration, behavior, special groups of birds and bird literature; Hawk Ridge 
(featuring hawks of The Ridge and information about hawk migration, etc.) 
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Travel Restrictions: Within one hour of Walworth 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Avid birder for 39 years, with extensive knowledge of bird literature and 
equipment 

 
Amber Roth 
Michigan Tech University, School of Forest Resources and Environmental Science 
1400 Townsend Drive, Houghton, MI 49931 
Phone: 906-487-3059 (day) 
Email: amroth@mtu.edu 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Woodcock; Golden-winged Warbler; loons; early successional forest issues; birding for 
beginners; forest bird 
management for private landowners 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: None; reimbursement for travel expenses appreciated 
About the Speaker: Coordinator of Golden-winged Warbler Atlas Project in Wisconsin; former 
employee of WDNR, Rhinelander; former coordinator of LoonWatch, Ashland 
 
Al Schirmacher 
11250 80th Street, Princeton, MN 55371 
Phone: 763-389-3831 (day); 763-257-9121 (cell) 
Email: pastoral@princetonfreechurch.net 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Birding and Faith; adults, children and teens - Beginning Birding; adults - Birding by Ear; 
inquire about 
additional presentations 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: Negotiable 
About the Speaker: Pastor; former business owner; birding 14 years; knowledgeable about a 
number of locations in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota; member, WSO and MOU 

 
Steven Servantez 
447 E. Manogue Road, Milton, WI 53563 
Phone: 608-868-7194 
Email: isuvet89@jvlnet.com 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Bird photography 
Travel Restrictions: Southern Wisconsin/Northern Illinois 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Owner of a veterinary hospital; wildlife photographer with emphasis in bird 
photography, 
numerous published bird photographs 

 
Eric Sherman 
Ice Age Park & Trail Foundation 
306 E. Wilson Street, Lower Level, Madison, WI 53703 
Phone: 608-663-8278 (day) 
Email: eric@iceagetrail.org 
Website: www.iceagetrail.org 
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Programs for adults 
Topic: Ice Age National Scenic Trail 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: None; honorary memberships appreciated 
About the Speaker: Employed at the Ice Age Park & Trail Foundation 
 
Yoyi Steele 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative 
101 S. Webster Street, W/M6, Madison, WI 53707 
Phone: 608-266-8169 (day) 
Email: yoyi.steele@wisconsin.gov 
Website: www.wisconsinbirds.org/iba 
Programs for adults 
Topic: Important Bird Areas program 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: None 
About the Speaker: Coordinator of Wisconsin Important Bird Areas program 
 
Tim Vargo 
Urban Ecology Center 
1500 E Park Place, Milwaukee WI 53211 
Phone: 414-964-8505 
Email: tvargo@urbanecologycenter.org 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Children - outreach program on birds, their adaptations and the physics of flight; adults - 
bird-banding 
demonstrations, beginning birding lecture, and a series of bird identification workshops 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: $50 contribution to Citizen Science at Urban Ecology Center plus travel expenses 
About the Speaker: Research Coordinator at the Urban Ecology Center, a not-for-profit 
Environmental Education 
Center in Milwaukee; studied tropical bird communities in Costa Rica for Master’s degree; 
conducted bird research 
in Bolivia, Australia and throughout the United States 

 
Bill Volkert 
W996 Birchwood Drive, Campbellsport, WI 53010 
Phone: 920-533-8939 (evening, or leave message) 
Email: brchwood@thesurf.com 
Programs for adults and families 
Topics: Across the Arctic; Lake Baikal: The World’s Greatest Lake; Kenya: An African Safari; 
Ecuador: From the 
Andes to the Amazon; Venezuela: A Natural History; Belize: Land of the Maya; Peru: Empire of 
the Incas; 
Mongolia: In the Land of Chinggis Khan; Patagonia: The Far South of Chile; Costa Rica: Central 
American 
Paradise 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: $100 plus expenses 
About the Speaker: Has extensive travel to areas listed above and presents naturalist’s view of the 
areas 
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Bill Volkert 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
N7725 Hwy 28, Horicon, WI 53032 
Phone: 920-387-7877 (day or leave message) 
Email: william.volkert@dnr.state.wi.us 
Website: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/wildlife/reclands/horicon/index.htm 
Programs for adults and children 
Topics: Birds of Horicon; bird migration; bird behavior; ecology of birds; waterfowl; shorebirds; 
shorebird management; grassland birds; neotropical migrants; Wisconsin hawks and owls; 
History of Horicon Marsh; plus other topics 
Travel Restrictions: Within 50 miles of Horicon Marsh, except for conferences and special events 
Honorarium: None; donations to Friends of the Horicon Marsh International Education Center 
appreciated 
About the Speaker: Wildlife educator/naturalist at Horicon Marsh since 1984 

 
Tom Ziebell 
1638 White Swan Drive, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
Phone: 920-235-0326 (evening) 
Email: cziebell@new.rr.com 
Programs for adults and teens 
Topics: Birds of Rush Lake; Restoration of Rush Lake; Colonial Nesting Birds of Millers Bay, 
Oshkosh; Nesting 
Gulls on Lake Winnebago and the Upriver Lakes 
Travel Restrictions: None 
Honorarium: Travel expenses if more than an hour’s drive from Oshkosh 
About the Speaker: MS in Zoology; WBBA Region 17 Coordinator; conducts state and federal 
bird surveys; has observed/studied local birds since 1970 

 
The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc. 
The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology was organized in 1939 to encourage the study of 
Wisconsin birds. It was 
incorporated as an educational and scientific nonprofit organization in 1942. The current 
membership of about 1,300 
includes all kinds of birders, from those who enjoy birds at their feeders to professional 
ornithologists. WSO 
encourages the study of birds, the enjoyment of birds and birding, the preservation and 
management of habitats needed by birds, and research about birds and their needs, as well as 
informing members and the public about situations and practices that threaten Wisconsin’s bird 
life. 
WSO annually gives grants and scholarships for research on birds. The organization owns Honey 
Creek Natural Area, a 364-acre preserve in Sauk County. We publish The Passenger Pigeon, a 
quarterly journal containing seasonal field notes, scientific research reports and other articles on 
Wisconsin birds, and a newsletter, The Badger Birder, which keeps our members informed about 
bird-related activities around the state. We sponsor birding field trips, maintain a 
state-wide bird-alert telephone hotline (262-784-4032), and hold an annual convention. 
To join WSO, contact Membership Chair Jesse Peterson, 810 Ganser Drive, Waunakee, WI 
53597, 608-849-3108, peterson.jesse@tds.net. Visit our website at: www.uwgb.edu/birds/wso. 
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